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was initially proposed. Unfortunately,
the health needs of our children did not
commensurately reduce.
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All we ask is that this year’s chip be
fully funded at the proposed level and
that no American child be left behind
for any reason and surely not just be-
cause of where he or she lives.

There is one more issue that I would
like to address to this as well as to the
other body. That is also to ask for in-
clusion of the miscellaneous tariff bill
in the final budget agreement. This
was a part of the proposed 1999 budget
and its budgetary impact is negligible.

Mr. Speaker, included in this bill is
an extension of a provision that would
save our watch industry and badly
needed jobs, particularly on my home
island of St. Croix. All of these pro-
grams represent minuscule dollars in
the larger scheme, but to my district,
which has been buffeted by storm after
storm, they have enormous impact.

Mr. Speaker, many of the districts
represented in this House have been,
all of them have been experiencing an
economic boom, while ours, largely be-
cause of repeated natural disasters, is
languishing.

Let me interject a word here about
the latest hurricane to hit us, Georges,
because not much has been said in the
national press about its impact on the
Virgin Islands. For us, as in other parts
of the Caribbean and the United States,
Hurricane Georges was a major hurri-
cane that affected all four of our is-
lands. However, because we have
learned from the past and with FEMA’s
help applied those lessons successfully,
our damages, though quite disruptive
to our lives, were minimized and our
recovery is moving steadily ahead. But
we cannot fully rebound and take up a
path of economic revitalization and
sustainable growth without the help
that these three programs would pro-
vide. So we ask that all be included in
the final budget package.

The rum excise taxes so that we can
continue to build, the children’s health
insurance dollars to help our families
and alleviate the burden on our Medic-
aid capped government, and the lifeline
needed by our otherwise dying watch
industry.

I want to join my colleagues who
spoke earlier in thanking Congressman
JOE KENNEDY for his contributions to
this House and this country and to
wish him well as he leaves to continue
what I know will be a life of service to
all of us.
f

OMMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF OCTOBER 10,
1998

A portion of the following debate was
inadvertently omitted from the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD of October, 10, 1998:
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, it is with a great deal of re-
gret that I object to the passage of S.
2095 as amended by our counterparts on
the other side of the aisle.

Historically, the excellent programs
of the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation have had strong support of
Members of Congress on both sides of
the aisle since the foundation’s incep-
tion in 1984. I supported similar legisla-
tion to this as introduced and as re-
ported by the Subcommittee on Fish-
eries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans
last October.

Unfortunately, the amendments
adopted by the Committee on Re-
sources that have now been attached to
this Senate bill have transformed what
would have been a straightforward re-
authorization of a popular program
into a partisan platform for objectives
to undermine the Endangered Species
Act.

In particular, the amendment adopt-
ed by the committee which is now at-
tached to this bill would prohibit the
foundation from funding any activities
related to the reintroduction of the
wolves or the grizzly bears in Idaho,
Montana, Utah and Wyoming. While
this may seem like a narrow exception,
it seriously undermines the fundamen-
tal integrity of the foundation’s ability
to do its job.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foun-
dation is an established, competitive
grant-making organization with a long
history of funding successful conserva-
tion programs throughout the United
States. The amendment that has been
established to this legislation really
questions whether Congress should now
be getting into the second-guessing of
these programs.

Let me say that the foundation has
not funded any grizzly bear reintroduc-
tion efforts, though it has funded re-
search and education programs on the
prevention of human being/grizzly bear
interactions. In addition, the founda-
tion was awarded less than $100,000
worth of projects related to the re-
introduction of wolves.

For those reasons, I reluctantly op-
pose this legislation, because this has
been an outstanding organization, with
many, many people who have served on
the board of directors, who have given
an inordinate amount of time and
money and have secured really signifi-
cant amounts of private contributions
to the ongoing efforts of both the pro-
grams sponsored by the Federal gov-
ernment, State governments, local gov-
ernments and the private sector.

I would hope that we would not now
start trying to micromanage this agen-
cy with Congressional amendments,
given their track record of success both
in creating programs that are highly
successful, with a great deal of local

support, and also in creating the kind
of private/public partnership that we so
often say we want.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers at this time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRADY of Texas). The question is on
the motion offered by the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill, S. 2095, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5, rule I, and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mrs. TAUSCHER, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. PELOSI, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CAPPS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BECERRA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. ABERCROMBIE, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. MINGE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. ROGAN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. RIGGS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MANZULLO, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. COBURN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SANFORD, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SNYDER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania, for 5

minutes, today.
(The following Member (at her own

request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5
minutes, today.

(The following Member (at her own
request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. CHRISTIAN-GREEN for 5 minutes
today.
f

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that that
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